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 A square prism—the symbol used by the ancient Chinese to represent the earth—is
intersected by two cosmic arcs, representing the heavens, as the tower ascends in
gesture to the sky.  The interaction between these two realms gives rise to the building’s
form, carving a square sky portal at the top of the tower that lends balance to the
structure and links the two opposing elements—the heavens and the earth. 

 Soaring 101 stories above the city skyline, the Shanghai World Financial Center stands as a
symbol of commerce and culture that speaks to the city’s emergence as a global capital. It
features the highest occupied floor and highest public observatory in the world, and was
recently recognized by the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat as the Best Tall Building
in the World 2008.

  

All Photographs courtesy of Mori Building Co., Ltd
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 A virtual city within a city, the 381,600-gross-square-meter SWFC houses a mix of office andretail uses, as well as a Park Hyatt Hotel on the 79th to 93rd floors. Occupying the tower’suppermost floors, the SWFC Sky Arena offers visitors aerial views of the historic Luijiazui andwinding river below and the chance to literally walk almost 500 meters above the city via the100th-floor Sky Walk. A large retail volume wraps around the base of the tower and faces aplanned public park on the site’s eastern side, further activating the sphere of activity at streetlevel. 
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  First Floor plan with the surrounding site  
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The elemental forms of the heavens and the earth are used again in the design of the building’spodium where an angled wall representing the horizon cuts through the overlapping circle andsquare shapes.  The wall’s angle creates a prominent façade for the landscaped public space on the tower’swestern side, and organizes the ground level to provide separate entrances for office workers,hotel guests and public access to express elevator service for Sky Walk visitors.  The wall is expressed in Jura yellow limestone, and the base of the tower is clad in Maritacagreen Brazilian granite with a split-face finish, which contrast beautifully with the metal of thecircular wall and diaphanous glass skin enveloping the retail volume. 
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  Sections and Elevations  
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Originally conceived in 1993, the project was put on hold during the Asian financial crisis of thelate 1990s and was later redesigned to its current height—32 meters higher than previous.   The new, taller structure would not only have to be made lighter, but would need to resisthigher wind loads and utilize existing foundations which had been constructed prior to theproject delay.  The project’s structural engineer, Leslie E. Robertson Associates, arrived at aninnovative structural solution, which abandoned the original concrete frame structure in favor ofa diagonal-braced frame with outrigger trusses coupled to the columns of the mega-structure.This enabled the weight of the building to be reduced by more than 10%, consequently reducingthe use of materials and resulting in a more transparent structure in visual and conceptualharmony with the tower’s elegant form. The CTBUH says of the project: “The building has become an icon of Shanghai and China, withits clear and elegant form dramatic at all scales. (It) speaks to where tall building design isnow....the building’s structure is nothing short of genius.”

Associate Architects • Mori Building Architects & Engineers, Project Architect  • East China Architectural Design and Research Institute, Local Design Institute  • Irie Miyake, Executive Architect  
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     About Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates

  

Since its founding in 1976, Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates (KPF), with offices in New York,
London, Shanghai, and Hong Kong has evolved into one of the world’s most respected
architecture firms, renowned for design and technical excellence. KPF has reshaped city
skylines, influenced the way large-scale buildings are integrated into the urban fabric, and
developed new technologies that enable the built environment—including some of the world’s
tallest skyscrapers—to be more ecologically responsible. 

 Web Site: www.kpf.com

  Similar Projects:
  

MAD - Sinosteel Plazain in TianJin, China
This impressive project is located in TianJin, a city perched on the estuary of The Haihe River,

and considered as the eastern gate of Beijing in China. The city, which has a rich history that
goes back for several centuries, contemplates the future with high expectations and infinite
boundaries. 
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Bing Thom Architects – Central City in Surrey, British Columbia  A new landmark tower will be marking in the next few years the Parisian skyline. Designed byJean Nouvel, the Tour Signal is a building that consists of 71-storey and will located in thegrerater region of Paris, inside the prestigious business district of la Défense. The Architect haschosen to locate its project at the Porte Ouest to open up the La Défense neighbourhood toPuteaux. 

Ateliers Jean Nouvel - Tour Signal In La Défence District of Paris, FranceA new landmark tower will be marking in the next few years the Parisian skyline. Designed byJean Nouvel, the Tour Signal is a building that consists of 71-storey and will located in thegrerater region of Paris, inside the prestigious business district of la Défense. The Architect haschosen to locate its project at the Porte Ouest to open up the La Défense neighbourhood toPuteaux.
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featured-projects/mixed-use/bing-thom-architects-central-city-surrey
featured-projects/mixed-use/ateliers-jean-nouvel-%11-tour-signal

